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/profil/

dan cermak

Jen tak si leZi, ztélesfuje celé déjiny umeéni naraseng na dvou kveto-
vanych kifeslech, je necudné obnaZena a pfistupna hratkam fantazie to-
ho, kdo ji pozoruje: skandaini Ofympie Edouarda Maneta. Je to oviem
Manet wkoupany v pénové lazni ferminismu Betting Rheimsové. Ta Zena
je postrelend do slabin a prohlizime si ji v pochybném poternnélem zad-
nim pokoji.

Manet plus Bheimsova minus cdmocnina z Hitchcocka - toho starého
obrazového psychopata - to nam dava dohromady fotofantastu Dana
Cermaka. Fotografa-hledace s hlavou pinou obrazi a odkazu, od kterych
se nicmené dokaze oprostit pokazde, kdyz se pusti do dila. Manet plus
Bheimsovd minus odmocnina z Hitchcocka - z toho u hledace
Cermakova typu vznikne nahotina, pravdépodobné pofadné naspono-
vana, pozujici v co nejnepohodingSim postoji. MNahotina (Skandall)
s maskou Kaddafiho, Nahacka, legitimni dcera vtipkujiciho surrealisty.
[Hurmor je od Cermaka neodmyslitelny.) VaSen ovem vypada jinak.

Cermakav zpity a lacny pohled Skrabe na dvefe oddély
a komerci. Mad tim nemusime nijak mudrovat, je to do odi bijici, a to
pfinejrmensim ze tiy divodl. Zaprvé, Cermak vi piili§ mnoho, neZ aby se

/provazochodec na koberci/

soustiedil jen na sebe. Vi toho tolik, Ze kolem toho nepotrebuje délat
zhyte&ny rozruch. Zna mnohé a s tim mnohym déla tak malo, jak je to
jen moiné.

To je tak: kdyZ Cermak pracuje pro svého zakaznika, neni to jiné, nez
kdyz je zakaznikern sam sob&. Pro tento druhy bod muZzeme jako prik-
lad uvést sérii Akty. To je pfesné typ volné tvorty, ktera v Zadném pripa-
dé neni osvobozena od naroku, narazek a uméleckohistorické vybavy.
| pfi tvorbé umeéleckych akti vzpira Cermak intelektuaini Sinky. A presto
jsou vSechny fotografie hravé a lehke. Nové jsou na kaZdy pad.

Cermak totiz miluje kouzelnické triky. Miluje je, to zatfeti, mnohem
vic, ne? nakolik zboZfiuje techniku. Jako kejklit pracuje s oSuntélymi rek-
vizitamni, které wytahuje z rozpadavajicich se lepenkovych krabic...
a podobné naklada s kunsthistorickymi narazkarni. Pouziva je jenom pro-
to, aby mohl tvrdit pravy opak. Citace na snimcich Dana Cermaka jsou
tak minimalistickeé, jako je umélecka fotografie, a tak efektni, jak by méla
byt fotografie kormeréni: pokoj, Zena — smrt? Velka dramata zacinaji ma-
lickostmi,

/daniele muscionico/

wuncement (Oznameni), pro Friday Magazine, 2009
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DAN CERMAK: 'I'VE ALWAYS
WANTED TO DO THIS'

— PUBLISHED TMONTH AGD

The Swiss photographer explains why his
approach to nude photography is different
to what we're normally subjected to

3 Tweet Like | < 80
TEXT BY REBECCA FULLEYLOWVE

Swiss photographer Dan Cermak has just released a new photography
book titled ‘I've always wanted to do this’, in which he's photographed

ordinary people, nude and in their own homes with their own belongings.

Cermak started this project back in 2008, when he placed adverts in the
paper asking for participants and evidently there really are some people
without inhibitions as Cermak now has a whole book full of close-ups,
portraits, snapshots and staged nude photographs. The series has an air
of humour to it, for instance the woman in a suitcase with her limbs
hanging out like a tortoise, or a woman "wearing' a teacup bikini. But be
warned this definitely isn't the sort of book you should show your
Grandma...

-
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Studying photography at the arts university, Zlrcher Hochschule der
Klnste and FAMU Prague, Cermak has since found success in many
commercial projects such as magazine covers and ad campaigns but it's
his personal work that really shows where the photographer's interests
lie. Throughout his portfolio he's continued to push the boundaries, and
test the extremes. Here he tells us why pushing the boundaries means
he's able to discover things that aren't always visible to us.

Dazed Digital: Why have you always wanted to take nude pictures of
people in their homes?

Dan Cermak: When | started the project in 2009 | wondered why would
people answer to an ad in the paper asking to be photographed naked at
home. Is it narcissism or do the models just want to experience
something extreme? So | started to ask my models and the answer to
that very often was: "I've always wanted to do this", so that's why this is
the title of my book.

DD: What do you want to convey with the book?

Dan Cermak: First | am interessted in human beings. To find out, the
purest form of a human being is nudity. You are born without any clothes
on and when you die your body will transform into nature again. Once
people get undressed in front of the camera they get vulnerable. All the
protection of the clothes is gone. | belleve the photographs of naked
people, if they are not too staged can show intimacy and the pure self of

a person.

The work contains many aspects of nudity and differtent kinds of
pictures. For the photos | used a very simple camera in order to react fast
and spontaneous. All the photographs are a result of the artistic work of
me and the model. Different questions came up and had importance to
me during the process, like, "Is there a way to photograph nudes and find
a different aspect of nude photography?", "What's the difference in
photographing a male nude or a female nude (for me as a man)?"

DD: Despite some of the shots being staged, in general a fairly
naturalistic look is created, presenting the subjects in their truest
form. Why was this important?

Dan Cermak: Of course the photographs are staged to a certain degree,
some more, some less. What was important to me is the fact the
photographs didn't go into fashion photography (1 tried to find different
posings of the model) or erotic photography (no sexy looks for example).
| also didn't do any retouching on the bodies, because | wanted to have
the real thing. | wanted to see all the different shapes of all the different
bodies. Mo tricks.

DD: A few of the shots are more extreme or graphic than others,
what reasons were there for you to do only do some portraits like
this?

Dan Cermak: | think its just important to have some diversity. That's
why | have chosen different aproaches.
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Dan Cermak: | think its just important to have some diversity. That's
why | have chosen different aproaches.



DD: In other parts of your personal work, nudity features again as
well as a series called ‘Disabled’. Do you like to test boundaries in
your work? Is it about shocking people?

Dan Cermak: | am interested in testing boundaries. Because to test
boundaries always means to me referring to a part of soclety that is
maybe not so visible. Nudity or porn is part of our visual mind, | mean it's
everywhere, but in those pictures all the intimacy is gone. In my new work
| am trying to show a part of nudity that is intelligent, ironic, also sexy
(sometimes), real, human, funny etc. It means trying to give nudity a face
beyond common pictures of big breasted women and muscley men.

DD:What projects have you got coming up?
Dan Cermak: Next year my work will be shown in different shows in
Switzerland. Means lot of work, preparing exhibitions...

Dan Cermak's 'I've always wanted to do this'is out now



